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Asiatics, and then bracketing the latter with the natives of South Africa.
They have some justification for doing so, as even Sir Arthur Lawley in
his dispatch has succumbed to this view, but we trust that now that the
real intentions of the majority of those who attended the Convention are
made clearly known, we would have the distinction Mr. Abdool Gani
has insisted upon drawn by the authorities at Home. We commend to
their attention also the proposals of the British Indian Association reiterated
at the meeting. They offer at once a complete and, if we may say so,
a statesmanlike solution of the intricate question.
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257. A PLAGUE SPOT
We reproduce Dr. Porter's graphic report on Ferreiras Township,
and it would appear that this place is infinitely worse from a sanitary
standpoint than the old Indian Location at Johannesburg, It is at once
the strength and the weakness of the British Constitution that nothing
can be done under it, not even if it be clearly in the public interest, except
under legal authority. The Johannesburg Plague Committee find that,
whether plague breaks out in this place or not, they are not authorised
by law to apply, what Mr. Quinn has termed, the fire cure, and that,
therefore, Johannesburg must run the risk of another outbreak during
the rainy weather. We hope that a remedy for this difficult position will
be found, and that the area within Ferreiras Township will be quickly
dealt with, as it should be. The figures given by Dr. Porter provide food
for interesting study. The population of the whole area is 288 Indians,
58 Syrians, 165 Chinese, 297 Cape, 75 Kaffirs and 929 whites. Of these,
the Insanitary Area proper contains the following distribution according
to Dr. Porter: Indians 255, Syrians 17, Chinese 126, Cape 192, Kaffirs
31 and whites 241. Thus we see that the lowest class in all the communities
is more or less the same. We think, however, that the real culprits are
the landlords. So long as they get a fat rent, they do not mind in the
slightest degree what happens to the poor tenants or how they live, and the
landlords have been able to perform a blood-sucking operation, because
of the laches of the Johannesburg Town Council, which might have dealt
with the place long ago. It is worthy of note that the landlords in this
connection are not Indians at all but Europeans. Not that by making
this statement we wish to imply any particular merit in the Indian land-
lords of the same class as the European landlords who infest Ferreiras
Township. It is merely a proof of human nature being more or less
alike, whether it is covered by a white skin or a brown skin.
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